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A Rough Start

August, 2016 marked the 30th 
anniversary of my open air easel 
ministry at the Mallory Square 
Sunset Celebration here in Key West.  
Monday, August 1st, was a very 
strange evening.  I was nearly finished 
with the second message of the evening 
when I heard a lot of commotion. A 
woman was screaming and ranting.  
“You ruined my evening, you spoiled 
my sunset!  Why can’t you just shut 
up!!”  Looking  off to my left I saw this 
very animated, demonstrative woman 
who appeared to be in her 70’s. She 
was obviously extremely annoyed by 
my message.  Oddly, the sun had set 
a good 15-20 minutes prior to this 
outburst.  Her comments were made in 
the dark under the light of the street 
lamps. 
Her attire was that of a Woodstock 
attendee from the late 60’s.  Her male 
friend was balding with a ponytail 
and a tie dye shirt. He was silent. The 
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thought went through my head, “Bernie 
Sander supporters.”  So much for 
fostering “freedom of speech.” As they 
faded into the expanding darkness, 
another man walked past me. He was 
only inches from me as he passed by.  
He stopped and looked at me with 
hatred.  His young son was walking 
before him.  When this man realized 
my subject matter he covered his son’s 
ears with his hands and scurried on.  I 
thought about the evil and was greatly 
troubled.  What an opening day of my 
anniversary!

Mom’s a Atheist

On Wednesday of that week, there 
were a fair amount of people around 
and about halfway through four young 
lads walked past; they looked at my 
board and their eyes lit up. It seems 
they found me an interesting oddity. 
All four were brothers.  The twins 
were celebrating their 15th birthday 
that day.  Their brothers were 13 and 
10 years old.  They were from London, 
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England.  They approached me after 
I handed out the tracts.  There was 
a curiosity to find out what I was all 
about.  Their initial opposition quickly 
gave way to a bevy of questions.  
One twin thought his brother was a 
Christian because he believed in God.  

I must have spent about 20 minutes 
with them answering questions about 
God, the Bible, and Jesus Christ.  Their 
parents showed up.  One twin pointed 
to his Mom and said she was an atheist. 
She seemed to be embarrassed by his 
comment.
I encouraged them all to take time 
to read the Bible.  I gave them some 
literature and they left. 

30th Anniversary
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Glancing Back and Forward!

“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his 
steadfast love endures forever.” Psalm 136:1 

by Bill Welzien

I spoke with a woman today.  She 
said, “I cannot believe we are into the 
holiday season.  My, where does the 
time go?”  She then added, “It seems 
only yesterday we were beginning this 
year.”  I added, “Yeah, it wasn’t that 
long ago we were both kids, now look 
at us!!”

“Tempus fugit,” said the Romans.  We 
say, “time flies.”  Indeed, it does flee.  
When it is gone, it is gone forever.  
How are you using what little time you 
have in this temporal world, on this 
mortal realm? 

As I glance back over the past four 
decades of our life in Key West, I am 
so exceedingly thankful to the Lord 
God Almighty.  He has shown me so 
much and He continues to graciously 
and patiently teach me about things of 
eternal value.

It was in January of 1976, right here 
in Key West, that I met the woman 
who would become my wife for these 
past near 40 years.  We left in 1978 
and after ministerial experiences in 
Ohio, Italy, England and Chicago we 
returned to the Florida Keys. When we 
arrived back in Key West in late June, 
1986 we had three young children in 
tow.  Over the next years we would 
be gifted with nine children―all were 
home schooled and raised in the 
teaching and admonition of the Lord.  
Today six of our seven daughters are 
married and we are blessed with eight 
grandchildren. Four entering this 
world this year. 

In August of this year I celebrated my 
30th Anniversary of open air easel 
evangelism at Mallory Square, the 
home of the nightly Sunset Celebration.  
Some have kindly commended me on 
my faithfulness over the three decades.  
While such sentiments are appreciated, 
I know that my commitment, my 
faithfulness to Him, is only because of 
His commitment and faithfulness to me. 

I marvel that the Lord brought me to 
Himself.  I marvel that He brought me 
into the ministry.  I marvel that I know 
what I know about Him and His Word! 

I am astounded that He allows me to do 
the work I am doing.

I am so thankful for your prayers for the 
work of Keys Evangelistic Ministries.  
I know that you are committed to 
this work because you are seriously 
committed to the Great Commission. 
Keep praying!

I am thankful for your financial support. 
This independent, non denominational, 
faith supported ministry depends upon 
your love gifts. Please keep up your 
support!

The opening months of 2017 will be very 
prodigious.  Thus far, in addition to the 
regularly scheduled three evenings 
each week at Mallory Square and my 
pastoral duties, we have our Annual 
Board Meeting at the Keys Bible Center 
from January 11-13.  Next, I have a 
Bible study at Venture Out for 11 weeks. 
Followed by the 4th Annual Pastors 
Evangelism Emphasis Conference from 
February 21-24.  After that, we welcome 
a group from Providence Presbyterian 
Church from March 2-5. Then, off 
to Urbancrest Church in Ohio  for a 
Missions Conference from March 22-27. 

We expect a group from Cedar Church 
in Michigan from April 1-7. Then  
a group of students from Smith 
Mountain Christian Academy are 
scheduled from April 24-29. At the end 
of May, I will fly to Chicago for a week 
of ministry business and then our 41st 
Annual Swim Around Key West is set 
for June 24th.  

When we are not evangelizing, we will 
train and encourage other believers to 
prepare for evangelism.  How can we 
serve you and your church family?

Time is short.  May we be found making 
the most of the few minutes and 
moments we have!!  

Then he (The Lord Jesus) said to his 
(us) disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few; therefore, pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
Matthew 9:37–38

May your 2017 be the most Christ-
centered year of your life!!
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Faith and Reason

A couple was walking past me as I was preaching the 
second message. They stopped and focused in. They stayed 
until the end.  I asked him if he believed the message I 
just preached.  He affirmed he did and then added that his 
brother was a preacher.  I asked her the same question.  I 
was very surprised by her response.  She said, “I don’t believe 
a word of anything you said!”  I asked her to elaborate.  
In essence she believed there was a great chasm between 
faith and reason.  She chose reason.  She was not about to 
commit intellectual suicide to believe a fairy tale.  I tried 
to tell her that true, biblical faith was built on historical 

facts, not hearsay.  Her concept of faith was misleading by 
biblical standards.  As I asked her questions, she asked me 
why I cared what she thought.  She seemed truly befuddled 
at my interest in her thinking.  I am fascinated by what 
goes through people’s mind and maintain that unbelief is 
irrational, unreasonable and illogical.  

Paul reasoned with the unbelievers  (Acts 17:2, 17; 18:19 and 
26:27).  I tried to tell her there is nothing more reasonable 
than trusting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  She was 
very resistant! I thank God she stayed and listened as long 
as she did!

Thank you, Brother Ross Graham
Brother Ross Graham informed us that he was retiring as a KEM 
Board member.  Even though I knew the day was coming, I knew it 
would be hard to accept. You see, Ross was not only the President 
of KEM but he was a personal mentor to me. Without Ross 
guidance, I would not be who I am today and this ministry would 
not be what it is today.  Ross saw us through the purchase of our 
facility and its renovation. He was present for the dedication of the 
Keys Bible Center.  He saw our family through the purchase and 
building process of our home (our first home) on Sugarloaf.  Ross 
has been an important part of my life, my family’s life, the life of 
KPC and KEM.  There is no way to comprehend the importance of 
this man of God to all of us.  

There were times when the demons sought to knock me out 
but Ross was there to protect me and affirm God’s hand upon 
my life.  He is great an encourager.  I can’t thank God enough 
for this Brother in Christ!  I appreciate his wisdom, counsel, 
encouragement, leadership and organizational skills.  Ross, we will 
miss your presence on the KEM Board.

I love you, my Brother.  God’s blessings on you, Nicky, and all your 
growing family!  Bill
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Like us on Facebook
Keys Evangelistic Ministries Bill’s Sermons on YouTube© straight from Mallory Square.  

See and hear the Gospel go forth from Key West. 

www.youtube.com/user/KeysChristians

Visit us at www.keys-christians.org
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